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Five years on!
Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch celebrated turning five on 
Tuesday 9 December 2014 with a party in Union Square. 

Entertainment was provided by the quirky and energetic Fusion 
Culture Group from Ultimo Community Centre led by our Board 
member Sylvia Liu. The cross-cultural “Dumpling Recipe Rap” in 
English and Mandarin by people from close and afar together with 
branch members, kicked off the party with an up-beat swing, which 
was followed by the non-traditional Tai Chi Fan demonstration to 
Zulu music. The animated fusion Macarena Cat dance put everyone 
in the birthday party mode. 

We owe a big “thank you” to Deputy Lord Mayor Robyn Kemmis, 
who joined us again to officiate at the cake cutting. She was 
enthralled by the interaction of the Fusion Culture Group with our 
team of supporters and passers-by.

The rapping and dancing in the rain on the street was a memorable 
scene of joyful birthday celebration with the local communities.

The Fusion Culture Group “Flash Mob” warm up attracted a great deal of 
attention.

Visitors to the event included Deputy Mayor Robyn Kemmis, on the left, 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore, centre, together with Chairman Robert Gavagna.
“Photo courtesy of Ross Willis Photography”

Christmas in Pyrmont.
Christmas in Pyrmont has become an event of note for our 
peninsula for fun on the day and the money it raises for charity.

Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch company Board again 
contributed to the event by cooking and serving our famous 
sausage sandwiches which in turn was supported by the attendees 
who made coin donations towards keeping the event running.

This year a total of $85,000 was given to the community with 
Ultimo Public School, YMCA Swimathon, Pyrmont Cares and 
Barnardos, each receiving $18,000. The local Men’s Shed, Harris 
Community Centre and Mustard Seed Play Group each received 
$3,000 and Culture at Work was given $1,000. 

Header photo: The “Dumpling Rap” was dedicated to the branch’s birthday celebration as Chinese dumplings symbolise gold and wealth.



Candlelight carols in Union 
Square. 
After a number of years in abeyance the annual Candlelight Carols 
again took place in Union Square, Pyrmont, on 19 December with 
the active support of the Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch.

The committee of Beverly Blanch, Carol Twist, Jenny Johnston, 
Mandie Santos, Oscar Vieira, Lilly Lengyel, Lorraine Harley and Matt 
Johnston had some help from many in the community to make the 
evening so successful.

Anne Jonking produced the costumes, Roberta and Sabrina 
Mears lent their home for the children to dress in and Sabrina 
did the make-up. Kevin Ramsay made a wonderful Santa and 
much practical support was provided by Pyrmont Cares, Pyrmont 
Community Centre and many other willing volunteers who are too 
numerous to name. 

An evening of family fun commenced with our Board members 
feeding what seemed like 5,000 with our now famous “Sausage 
Sizzle”. The large number attending is proof that this will become a 
popular regular event in the Pyrmont calendar.

The singing commenced with carols from Pyrmont Sings! at 
6.30pm; the Story of Christmas was told with help from some of 
the children from the Pyrmont Community Centre’s Out of Hours 
School Care, along with a few grandchildren of committee members 
playing the roles of the biblical participants. 

Santa turned up in a fire engine to entertain and hand out show 
bags to the children. 

It was an evening of family fun for all who attended and the 
organising committee is to be congratulated for putting on a 
wonderful evening.

Garry at work at the BBQ at the Pyrmont Community Centre Open Day this 
year.

Branch Manager’s message. 
Since taking over the role as Manager of the Pyrmont Community 
Bank® Branch, I have been privileged to work with a dedicated 
team in the branch and a very supportive Board. With their help, 
and a strongly growing acceptance by members of the local 
communities of Pyrmont and Ultimo, our business has grown and is 
rapidly moving towards profitability. 

Because we are a Community Bank® branch, we are able to 
show our appreciation of this support by re-investing in our local 
communities and this year we have supported a number of local 
events and projects. As our business grows this support for our 
local community will increase.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank was thrilled to have been included 
in the 2014 BRW Innovative Company list for its unique ‘redy’ 
mobile payment system that enables users to donate loyalty 
credits to community causes. This is just another way for Bendigo 
and Adelaide Bank to achieve its goal to become Australia’s most 
customer-connected bank.

I am also delighted to report our branch received a number of 
awards from Bendigo and Adelaide Bank this year. These awards 
included the major prize of “Best Regional Community Engagement 
in 2014”.

During the summer we will have a focus on our insurance deals. 
Why don’t you come into the branch and discuss your insurance 
needs with our staff. You may be pleasantly surprised to learn of 
the extras our insurance policies cover*, that other companies may 
not include.

Garry Noel  
Manager
* Bendigo Bank issues insurance on behalf of a number of insurance providers. 
Please consider your situation and the relevant Product Disclosure Statement 
available at bendigobank.com.au before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879.

Branch awards. 

From the left Gloria Sharp, Ann Petersen, Carmen Christen, Jane Picker and 
Joan Evans who were part of the volunteer helpers for the night with Lilly 
Lengyel from the Organising Committee.

Some of the Story of Christmas actors pose for the cameras. The branch awards trophies on display at the branch.



AGM for 2014.
Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch Annual General Meeting 
(AGM), held at the Pyrmont Community Centre on Thursday 6 
November 2014, was well attended by shareholders, staff and 
interested members of the public. Chairman of the Board, Robert 
Gavagna, Regional Manager of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Amy 
Land and Manager Garry Noel were all delighted to report to the 
shareholders that the business was growing at a gathering pace. 

Ms Land also noted that the Community Bank® network 
has returned more than $121 million in contribution to local 
communities throughout Australia in spite of some continued 
economic uncertainty. 

There are now over 300 Community Bank® branches throughout 
Australia with a further 25 new sites in development. The Bank 
has a vision to become Australia’s most customer-connected bank 
and this has been confirmed in recent polling which showed our 
customers rated Bendigo Bank very highly and would recommend 
the bank to their friends and colleagues Ms Land added.

Both Chairman Robert Gavanga and Manager Garry Noel 
commented on the growth of the business during this past year, 
thanked the staff who have worked so diligently to improve the 
business of our branch, the people of Pyrmont and Ultimo for 

increasingly supporting our branch and Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 
for their practical and mentoring support. In particular, they are 
looking forward to working with the newly expanded team of Board 
members and advisors.

Retiring Board members Ian Bulluss, John Marsden and Patricia 
Strong were all re-elected to the Board.

Four new Directors received a warm welcome to the Board. John 
O’Meally AM RFD, Michael van Buskirk, Raymond Tai and Sylvia 
Liu were all elected to the Board and Vicki Reed and Vinh van Lam 
will use their extensive knowledge of business and community 
development by being advisors to the Board.

All office bearers were re-elected to existing posts.

With the official business over, Chairman of our Marketing and 
Community Engagement Committee, John Marsden, presented the 
headmaster of Ultimo Public School, Nic Accaria with a cheque for 
$1,000 to purchase resources for the new science program that 
is to commence in Primary Schools next year. Local community 
representatives, Jenny Thompson and Beverly Blanche accepted a 
cheque for $3,300 to conduct a new Carols by Candlelight event, 
to be conducted in Union Square Pyrmont on 19 December.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. Promotion applies to eligible Bendigo Bank Home and Contents and Landlord’s 
insurance policies purchased between 9am on 02/01/15 and 5pm on 30/06/15 (AEDST). Visit bendigobank.com.au/getinsurance for T&Cs. Permit numbers: VIC 14/5764; 
ACT TP14/04080; NSW LTPS/14/09223; SA T14/2195. Insurance issued by CGU Insurance Limited ABN 27 004 478 371 AFSL 238291. Bendigo Bank acts under its own AFSL and 
under an agreement CGU. You should consider the Product Disclosure Statement before making a decision. Bendigo Bank does not guarantee any benefits payable under a policy or 
repayment of any premium and will receive a commission from CGU for arranging insurance.S50398-4 (235425_v1) (9/01/2015)

WIN one of ten $10,000 prizes.*
Take out a new home and contents or 
landlord’s insurance policy before 30 June 
for your chance to win.

At Bendigo Bank we’re about helping you purchase and protect 
your biggest assets.

Drop into your nearest branch at 148 Harris Street, Pyrmont 
or phone 9518 9866 or visit bendigobank.com.au/
getinsurance

Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch

Your chance to
WIN!

Your chance to
WIN!

Headmaster of Ultimo Public School, Nic Accaria, 
accepted a cheque from CSO Paul Motulike.

Jenny Thompson and Beverly Blanche accepted a 
cheque from Paul for the Carols by Candlelight in 
Union Square.

From the left, John O’Meally, Sylvia Liu, Vicki Reed 
and Michael Van Buskirk.
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Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch
148 Harris Street, Pyrmont NSW 2009

Phone: 9518 9866

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm and Saturday mornings 9.00am – 12 noon

Website: www.bendigobank.com.au/pyrmont   www.facebook.com/bendigobank   twitter.com/bendigobank 

bendigobank.com.au

Thought for the day. 
The real index of 
civilization is when 
people are kinder than 
they need to be. 

- Louis de Bernieres,  
novelist (b. 1954) 

Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Full 
details available on application. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited 
ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. 
S49375-1 (235426_v1) (9/01/2015)

Our lowest home loan 
rates in decades.
There’s never been a bigger opportunity to lock in a low, low 
interest rate.

But it’s more than just a great rate, a home loan from 
Pyrmont Community Bank® Branch is bigger than that - and 
comes with a range of big benefits, discounts and savings.

Drop into your nearest branch at 148 Harris Street, Pyrmont or 
phone 9518 9866 and compare our fixed rate home loans.

bendigobank.com.au

Business profile.
Jinny Ratana Sahawathanachai and Amy Duangnapa Angkula 
opened “Thai Food 4 You” in John Street Square in October 
2003 making it the longest running continuously owned Thai 
restaurant in Pyrmont.

The ladies had previously owned a Thai restaurant in North 
Sydney but they enjoyed living in Pyrmont and being so close to 
the city with the new venture.

Jinny is chief chef and trainer of the kitchen staff while Amy is 
in charge of “front of house” serving customers, attending the 
phone and takeaway orders.

Jinny was trained as a chef at Dusit Thani Hotel and her family 
ran several restaurants in Bangkok. Amy learnt to cook delicious 
meals from her Mum so she is able to help out in the kitchen 
when they are busy. At Thai Food 4 You, the customer gets a 
combination of traditional and contemporary Thai dishes, they 
are well known by the locals for their fresh ingredients and 
friendly service.

Jinny and Amy became shareholders in Pyrmont Community 
Bank® Branch because it is local and they believe the branch 
is good for the community they live and work in. They love 
conducting their banking business at the bank branch because 
of its proximity as it meets all their banking needs and the bank 
staff are friendly and helpful.

Jinny and Amy outside the business in John Street Square.


